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Montréal is truly a leader in all walks of life and has 
a proven track record of success with excellence on 
his sleeve. These moments of impact are just the 
beginning of the work he will continue to do in this 
lifetime. From Montréal 2011 -2016 worked as an 
accessibility champion for Apple Inc. and his 
accomplishments continue from there. 

2017: City of Milwaukee Black 
Male Achievement: Innovative 
Pioneer Award

2018: AMRI Family Services Vice 
President

2018: A-Lego Teacher of the Year 
Award

2019: Mental Health First Aid 
Certified

2019: Milwaukee Marshall 
Innovator Award & Teacher of the 
Month

2020: Master’s In Counseling

2021: Incorporated House Call 
Wisconsin

2021: 1st Place #DiversiTech 
Summit Pitch Competition

2021: The Jrue and Lauren Holiday 
Social Impact Fund #JLHFund

VICTORIES & WINS
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It is our mission to support 1.9 million families living with mental illnesses leveraging 
assistive technology to send notifications to caretakers and providers to prevent crisis 
by identifying stress indicators and implementing mindfulness as a deescalation. 

MERA Wisconsin 

WWe MONITOR your loved ones vital signs and ENGAGE with a questionnaire as a well-
ness check In. We RECOMMEND mindfulness activates to lower your loved ones heart 
rate and ADVOCATE on your loved ones behalf with our team of Mental Health Profes-
sional to get you the best care possible in a crisis situation. 

House Call Foundation 

HouseCall Foundation (HCF) supports low-income families, under invested communi-
ties, as well as those historically impacted by the carceral system.�HCF provides educa-
tion and training to loved ones, caregivers, peer specialists, law enforcement and com-
munity advocates through multimedia and telepresence, PSA and in person training.�
HCF will increase access to assistive technology, preventative care services, and crisis 
intervention
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Montrèal is a Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
Native whose life purpose is to enrich 
lives by being influential in a positive light 
for his family. Being a resource of 
knowledge, determination, and experience 
professionally, while unselfishly caring for 
the well-being of others by being present 
and accessible. Montréal appreciates the 
opportunity to familiarize you with the 
work we are doing with MERA in 
association with HouseCall of Wisconsin. 
Launching MERA is something very close 
to his heart, and it is an honor and a 
privilege to take this time to share his 
vision to increase preventative care around 
mental disabilities in the state of 
Wisconsin with you.  
 
Montréal founded MERA Wisconsin out 
of special care for his loved one who lives 
with a mental illness. His passion for 
training his immediate family on how to 
care for his loved one around the clock, 
advocate on his behalf in crises, and 
recommend preventative care activities for 
daily maintenance was the inception of 
this application. Montréal’s vision is to 
replicate this wraparound solution with 
families across Wisconsin.  
 
He began his work with technology when 

he worked for Apple Incorporated as a 
retail specialist and was promoted to an 
accessibility champion working with 
customers who had an audio, visual, or 
autistic impairment. Through the course of 
his time with Apple, he advocated for the 
importance of music and mindfulness. As 
we all know our favorite song will have us 
smiling in no time. He was asked to 
perform his original song 'Enrich Lives' at 
Apple Head Quarters after filming and 
edited multiple video vignettes for the 
corporate office. It was his work at Apple 
that set the trajectory for his passion for 
music, technology, and accessibility. 
 
Montrèal is an educator at heart and 
believes that education, preventative care, 
and mentorship is truly the key to building 
community. He worked for 10 years in 
various educational settings such as 
classrooms, mentor circles, and Earn & 
Learn opportunities in Milwaukee. His 
work with the University of Wisconsin-
Milwaukee, Milwaukee Marshall High, 
Running Rebels, and the Milwaukee 
Fellows have all been touch points of 
brotherhood, training in areas of 
multimedia and broadcasting, as well as a 
foundation of his work as an educator.  
The preventative care aspect of MERA is 

based on the wisdom that Montréal gained 
training individuals to be impactful change 
agents in the community. 

One of the highlights of Montreal's love 
for music was his time competing in 
American Idol in August of 2011. He was 
chosen among 125,000 people who 
auditioned and made it through six 
auditions and three rounds to end up in the 
top 168 in Hollywood. Now, he plans to 
use his love for music, his background in 
technology, and his foundation as an 
educator to “be significant and enrich 
lives” by the development of this 
application. “With Facebook, Twitter, 
Instagram, Pinterest, iPads, apps, and 
YouTube, etc...Technology can change 
your life in a millisecond, follow Christ” 
says Montréal. 

With a deeper understanding of the 
mission of MERA, we hope that you will 
spark an interest in ways that our visions 
can partner and move forward in the 
alignment of making this world a safer 
place holistically. This is a time of urgency 
and involvement in the push to a healthier, 
informed, undivided community that our 
children and future generations deserve.



SPONSORED BY:

1ST PLACE 
WINNER

HEALTH & INNOVATION
PITCH COMPETITION
1 OF 2000 GLOBALLY

1RQWU÷DO�'DLQ
FOUNDER / C.E.O.



James Bell “JB” is a Partner, Financial Advisor, and Field Director with 
Northwestern Mutual’s Bell & Wright Financial Group. James is blessed to 
be the longest-lasting African American advisor in his agency’s over 
100-year history!   

He is also blessed to run the Bell & Wright Financial Group with 
his Partner and Wisconsin’s first African American female 
appointed Certified Financial Planner, Erica Wright, CFP®, 
MBA. James is a native of Milwaukee, Wisconsin, and an 
alum of Marquette University. 

Before becoming an adviser, James was attending 
graduate school to become a professor of history when 
his father was diagnosed with rare skin cancer. 

After sitting with his mother’s financial advisor to work 
out his father’s financial affairs, a deep desire to help 
other individuals, families, and businesses with financial 
planning was created. 

Since he’s become an adviser, he has won numerous sales 
awards, services clients across the country, advises and sits 
on various boards focused on Science and Technology, and 
lectures frequently throughout the year at both non and 
for-profit organizations.

JAMES B. BELL
BOARD MEMBER



 

 

June 9th, 2021 
 
AMRI Counseling Services 
4001 W. Capitol Drive 
Milwaukee, WI 53216 
 
To Whom it May Concern, 
 
After a lot of time and planning, we at AMRI are proud to announce our 

partnership with House Call Wisconsin to provide licensed therapists and support 

staff to fill the need for psychological services in the MERA application. 
 
This extraordinary technology will not only allow us to monitor vital signs and 

recommend mindfulness activities, if someone needs a licensed clinician to speak 

with, or even physically come to them for support, we are able to fill that need. We 

have seen far too many instances where people in need of mental health services 

in a crisis do not have access to these services, making any hope in de-escalation 

hard to achieve. We believe that our team of professionals, paired with trained 

dispatchers and Crisis Intervention Trained Community Based Responders, as 

well as live location reporting via the MERA application, will change the outcome 

for many families and loved ones finding themselves in an active crisis. MERA will 

be the first application of its kind to serve Wisconsin, and we are hopeful that is 

just the beginning for this partnership.  
 
We look forward to partnering with House Call Wisconsin to support those utilizing 

the MERA application, and are committed to providing these much needed 

services to some of the most vulnerable, underserved communities. 
 

Thank you for your continued support. 
 
Dr.Lakeia Jones,DSW,LPC,CSAC,CCTP,CEO 
Chief Executive Officer and Director 
Licensed Psychotherapist, Clinical Substance Abuse Counselor, Supervisor 
*AMRI Counseling Services, LLC* 
Providing Mental Health, Substance Abuse Counseling and Family Support Services to Children, 
Adolescents, Adults, Couples, and Families 
*In person and Telehealth Counseling (Phone or Video) 
 Locations: 
-4001 W. Capitol Drive 
Milwaukee, WI 53216 
-3536 W. Fond Du Lac Avenue 
Suite 019 
Milwaukee, WI 53216  
-6321 23rd Ave 
Kenosha, WI 53143 
Milwaukee Clinic: 414-455-3879 
Kenosha Clinic: 262-671-1625 
Direct Line: 414-455-3879 x801 
Clinic Fax: 866-719-3024 
Website: www.amricounseling.com 
 
 



DR. LAKEIA JONES
LEAD CLINICIAN

Dr. Lakeia Jones, Ph.D., MS, LPC, CSAC, CTTP, CEO is a Licensed 
Psychotherapist, Clinical Substance Abuse Counselor, Certified Clinical 
Trauma Professional, and Supervisor. She is the Owner and CEO of 
AMRI Counseling Services, LLC. and AMRI Counseling & Family 
Services, Inc., Wisconsin State Licensed and Certified Mental 
Health and Substance Abuse Clinics located in Milwaukee and 
Kenosha WI. AMRI Counseling Services provides 
individualized, person-centered, quality mental health and 
substance abuse/addiction counseling for children, 
adolescents, adults, couples, and their families, along with 
prevention and supportive services, medication, and 
pharmacy delivery services. 

Dr. Lakeia Jones is also an author, professor, coach, advocate, 
speaker, trainer, and mentor to many inspiring entrepreneurs 
and clinicians throughout the U.S. She has received 
proclamations for the outstanding work she continues to do 
from various community leaders, schools, businesses as well as 
the Mayor of Milwaukee, WI, and the Milwaukee City Common 
Council. 

Dr. Jones has a true heart for helping others and it shows not 
only through her accomplishments but also through the lives 
of those she has positively impacted.



 

September 2, 2021 

To Whom It May Concern: 

I am writing this letter in support of House Call Wisconsin’s MERA Advocates PILOT Program 
servicing the Greater Milwaukee area. 

MERA Advocates’ utilization of a combination of mental health professionals/ clinicians, 
paramedics and technology to effectively mitigate events involving persons with mental illness 
and/ or issues related to elderly care needs is proposed at a time wherein demand for mitigation of 
mental health issues has never been greater. 

Across the country, there are discussions and outreach programs being adopted that increasingly 
call for paramedic and mental health professionals/ clinicians to serve as first responders to non-
emergency 911 calls to crisis experienced by individuals triggered by mental illness and/ or issues 
related to elderly care needs, instead of law enforcement.  

Among the reasons why are, per a recent article in the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel citing a study 
held by the Washington Post, since 2015 more than 1 in 5 fatal police shootings in the country 
have involved people with mental illness. Moreover, mental health professionals have the 
expertise to help people in crisis. It is also typically less expensive to send civilians rather than 
sworn law enforcement to these sorts of calls. One such example of residual costs to 
municipalities resulting from arguably overzealous law enforcement verses appropriate mental 
health professional intervention is the $2.3 million settlement the City of Milwaukee awarded the 
young son of Dontre Hamilton, a man battling mental illness, who was shot and killed by a 
Milwaukee Police Department Officer.  

Given the local need, coupled with the national and global outcry for systems and policies aimed 
at addressing mental health concerns as recently amplified by tennis star Naomi Osaka at a Grand 
Slam Tournament and U.S. Gold Medal Gymnast Simone Biles at the Tokyo Olympics, 
respectively, Milwaukee has a chance to spearhead and financially seed/ support a proposed 
PILOT program with MERA Advocates that can serve as a local and national remedy. 

Coming out of the disruptive global pandemic where we all have been forced to readjust and 
innovate, this cutting edge mental health solution is right on time to help us rebuild our 
community while at the same time positively affecting, perhaps, the most significant part of our 
makeup – the mind. 

Should you have any questions, or require anything further, feel free to contact me at 
tim@timmcmurtryinternational.com or (414) 305-7360.	

Regards,	

Tim McMurtry II 
Founder & President 
Tim McMurtry International, LLC 
Milwaukee Resident



DR. CELESTE JACKSON
BOARD MEMBER

Dr. Celeste A. Jackson is a Licensed Professional Counselor and Community 
Psychologist. Dr. Jackson's work centers around providing dynamic clinical 
interventions and viable restorative justice training.  As a 
psychotherapist, Dr. Jackson provides therapy services to individuals, 
families, and groups using an integrative therapeutic approach. 
As a restorative justice practitioner, she develops and 
implements individualized training for organizations seeking 
to adopt evidence-based restorative justice practices within 
their companies to improve outcomes.  

She has a Master’s in Clinical Mental Health Counseling 
and a Doctorate in Community Psychology with a 
research focus on mass incarceration and program 
evaluation. 

Dr. Jackson is a mother, wife, and advocate for social 
justice equality. She is a member of Delta Sigma 
Theta Sorority, Incorporated, and lives in 
Oswego, IL.





N’ZINGA KHALID

N’Zinga Khalid is the Prevention Services Manager for Community Access to 
Recovery Services (CARS). She oversees substance use prevention, suicide 
prevention, and mental health wellness promotion services for the Milwaukee 
County Behavioral Health Division. N’Zinga holds a Bachelor of Arts degree in 
Sociology from Marquette University and a Master of Arts degree in Education 
from Alverno College. She is a certified trainer in SBIRT, Trauma Informed Care, 
Motivational interviewing, Mental Health First Aid, and Question Persuade 
Refer (QPR). 

N’Zinga  is a trusted community liaison, strategic planner, trainer, and organizer 
with 25 years of progressive experience in the fields of social work, education, 
and the mental health care industry. N’Zinga is a two time BizTimes as a Health 
Care Hero Community Services Award winner. Inspired to find creative ways to 
maintain mental health wellness, N’Zinga founded Mind, Body, & Soul Dancers, 
Inc. in 2010. MBSD, Inc. is a non-profit organization that uses line dancing as a 
tool to decrease depression and aggression in youth and adults. 

Nzinga has received countless proclamations from the 
County Executive, Mayor of Milwaukee, and Milwaukee 
Common Council for the various campaigns she 
leads; such as Light Unite Red, Creating Healthy 
Homes, & Be Well Milwaukee.

BOARD MEMBER





LAUREN HUBBARD

Ms. Hubbard is an alumnus of Prairie View A& M University (Houston, 
Tx) where she obtained her Bachelor of Science in Nursing. Ms. 
Hubbard has spent her career providing emergency 
behavioral health care and services to the residents of 
Milwaukee County as a Psychiatric RN. Lauren is 
currently serving as the Director of Community Crisis 
Services at Milwaukee County’s Behavioral Health 
Division. She oversees various mobile crisis teams, 
community-based programs, and offers education 
and outreach to other professionals and 
community partners within Milwaukee County 
and the SW region of Wisconsin. 

Lauren looks forward to continuing to engage 
the community in mental health awareness 
conversations, providing support to families in 
need, and working towards a healthier Milwaukee 
through expanding partnerships and 
prevention programs.

BOARD MEMBER



 

STAR CUNNINGHAM

Star was named to Chicago Crain’s Tech 50, 7 Wonder Women 
of Chicago, 20 Chicago Software Companies to Watch, and 
Chicago’s Top Ten Startup Founders Over 40. 

She has been profiled in Vanity Fair, Inc., Forbes, Crain’s 
Chicago, Physician’s Money Digest, and NBC News. 

Star is a contributing writer to Entrepreneur. com, 
and she participates in activities for the Kellogg 
Executive Women’s Network, Kellogg’s Black 
Management Association, Northwestern’s 
entrepreneurship student organization, EPIC, and 
Northwestern’s chapter of the Society of Women 
Engineers. 

She is also actively involved with Girls Who Code 
and Black Girls Code October 2019 delivered 
TEDx Talk “One Dot at a Time” you can check it 
out here. 

BOARD MEMBER



33%
1.9 MILLION

IT IS ESTIMATED THAT 33% OF THE 
POPULATION SUFFERS FROM SOME 

SORT OF MENTAL ILLNESS, AND WITH 
AN ESTIMATED 5.8 MILLION PEOPLE 

IN WISCONSIN ALONE” OVER 1.9 
MILLION PEOPLE COULD FIND VALUE 

IN OUR APP.

W W W . H O U S E C A L L W I . C O M



The Coronavirus State & Local Fiscal Recovery Funds provide a 
substantial infusion of resources to help turn the tide on the 
pandemic, address its economic fallout, and lay the foundation for 
a strong and equitable recovery.

The American Rescue Plan will deliver $350 billion for state, local, territorial, and 
Tribal governments to respond to the COVID-19 emergency and bring back jobs.  

Eligible Jurisdictions & Allocations

Direct Recipients
• States and District of Columbia 

($195.3 billion)

• Counties ($65.1 billion)

• Metropolitan cities ($45.6 billion)

• Tribal governments ($20.0 billion)

• Territories ($4.5 billion)

Indirect Recipients
• Non-entitlement units ($19.5 billion)

Funding Objectives

• Support urgent COVID-19 response efforts to continue to 
decrease spread of the virus and bring the pandemic under control

• Replace lost public sector revenue to strengthen support for vital 
public services and help retain jobs

• Support immediate economic stabilization for households and 
businesses

• Address systemic public health and economic challenges that 
have contributed to the inequal impact of the pandemic

Address Negative Economic Impacts
Respond to economic harms to workers, families, 
small businesses, impacted industries, and the 
public sector

Premium Pay for Essential Workers
Offer additional support to those who have and 
will bear the greatest health risks because of their 
service in critical infrastructure sectors

Replace Public Sector Revenue Loss
Use funds to provide government services to 
the extent of the reduction in revenue 
experienced due to the pandemic

Support Public Health Response
Fund COVID-19 mitigation efforts, medical 
expenses, behavioral healthcare, and certain 
public health and safety staff

Broadband Infrastructure
Make necessary investments to provide unserved 
or underserved locations with new or expanded 
broadband access

Water and Sewer Infrastructure
Make necessary investments to improve access 
to clean drinking water and invest in 
wastewater and stormwater infrastructure

For More Information: 

For Media Inquiries: 

For General Inquiries:

Please visit www.treasury.gov/SLFRP
Please contact the U.S. Treasury Press Office at (202) 622-2960
Please email SLFRP@treasury.gov for additional information





SOCIAL IMPACT FUND
C L A S S  O F  2 0 2 1

$25K
A W A R D E D
THANK YOU JRUE & 
LAUREN, BECAUSE OF 
YOUR ALTRUISM MERA IS 
ONE STEP CLOSER TO 
SUPPORTING 1.9 MILLION 
FAMILIES IN WISCONSIN 
LIVING WITH MENTAL 
ILLNESSESILLNESSES.


